Cities at Dawn

by Anthony Epes

| am sitting in a beautiful square in Trini
dad, Cuba, a stunning little town nestled
between some verdant green mountaing
tobacco fields and the sea. | arrived yed
terday and am loving photographing thg
wonderful tropical light here; this town

that feels I|ike it

There is a small dog near me chewing
Oklahoma Camera Club a very large bone, and about 100 rooste
are crowing. The winds are giently sweel
mgg through the square, and T am'sitting |
with my face to the sun. This is an amazss
ing adventure. Nowtropical paradises Se&=
aside- | have a really cool, simple idea te
help your photography today.

I like giving you ideas that are really sin]
ple, so when you are out in the thick of i

A camera in hand, you have something to
™ Pull out of your toolbox that is both eas ] N
o torememberandtput i nt o ractice. |1tés _
— important with anty formof learningthat Dondt write the first
you practice what you learrotherwise into your head, because that is what eve-
- ¥_ouo forget it ryone will write. Ande
o tive for me to give you simple tools and ond thought that comes into your head,
ideas to help you. because that is what the clever people
= _ . will write. When you hit on a third =~
c Plus- all the best people loved simplicity thought, pick upthe pen. That one is just
S (Steve Jobs, Leonardo da Vinci) If it was yours.
o ood enough for th
w ainly good enough for us! So clearly for us photo%raphert,am
. . translating it intashoot the third thing.
The greatest ideas are the simplest.  This is a great way for you to get beyond
William Golding  the obvious shot, the one that everyone
. . . el se is taking. I'tos a
This idea is based on the magical numbi the not so obvious shot, but still pretty
' of three. | 0ve alr common-thatallthe clever peoplearedt her
= technique focomposing with three ele-  taking. Shooting the third thingand this
s ments this is another threthemed idea. comes in many forms which |'will ex-
— .. plore in this article that should be just
A few years ago | came across this pieci yours.
- (():f advice érc)tm thl? Ia%e Wkrltellctorlat st
Qo oren,and 1t really Struck me as not JUst Thjs js super relevant to me because | am
S Q a great piece of advice for wntersf but ysually sh%otir_lg places and subjects that
S a0 phtogiaplirs 100, often alk Aot are iy familar, Nighy photographed
g am always looking to shoot my subjects
> heard me mention it. in ways t?)ét are intgerpsting an uniq{Je to 5
© S - me . ondt want my a
o Victoria Coren wrote about advice she ' i
e had received from her father, the late anyone else’s Paris.
c writer Alan Coren: Cont éd
@
©)
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Cities at Dawn Cont 6d

For me this is a super simple way to remember to not just
shoot, but tgpause, look and then composénything that
helps you pause and thlnk throu fgh the shot before you take it is

massively bene in my bodq. tds or
those urgent amazing moments you have to capture, but'you do

still want to try and get the best composition, pausing is always

relevant).

So how can we bring this piece of adviaef shooting the third

thing - into a practical situation?

Use this idea when it comes to positioning and finding the

best angle.This is a subject that comes up all of the time in my

workshops. People find'a great subject but most eople are not

exploring the scene enoug to find fect angle rthe|r

subject . It one he top phot og
face, | would say.

You can think about thisintermsof | i ke the scef

shoot it from at least three different angles.

Use this when approaching a monument, a statue of a very
static but not very interesting subjectl i ke theée

third thingd proach f

monument or statue. This is the Galat| TO‘(\[H|%W)8. very ]
Portant and historical uil

thln ower. Not supeinteresting to shoot. So | have Iooked

around, thought how | could capture it in a way that is interest-

ing and not just shoot it straight on (which most people do),

and | came up with this, framed by this cool looking street.

A shot | took in Venice when | was looking around, digging a
blt dee er, and not going for the first thing that caught my

hat | was thinking about wad o n 6 t (5 ust do
ous vision of Venice pretty, gband breathtaking. Or my sec-
ond thought was decay and beauty, but then I'thought there
must be something else.

| did the same thing with thiscoumm nd | 6ve shot |a | ot of
columns and statues this waly adding another element,
whether that is some kind of framing or beautiful light.
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