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Pageant Cast. - Pinedale, Wyoming 

Charles Taylor APSA   

Regular readers of my journals will 

have no trouble remembering my fasci-

nation with the era of the Mountain 

Men and the Fur Trade. American His-

tory courses tend to ignore these in-

trepid explorers since few of them 

wrote books. Most couldnõt, and 

Jedediah Strong Smith, the one who 

could have and should have, got hissef 

kilt plumb dead down near the Okla-

homa panhandle somewhere. 

 

Fortunately, there are authors dedi-

cated to keeping the era alive, and re-

enacters who do their best to practice 

the skills and abilities that did the same 

for their predecessors. These two ele-

ments come together once a year in 

Pinedale, Wyoming. The Museum of 

the Mountain Man there sponsors a 

Green River Rendezvous the second 

weekend of July. Included are numer-

ous lecturers and programs on the sub-

ject, and an encampment of the Ameri-

can Mountain Man Association. 

 

The aforementioned museum publishes 

an annual journal of     Contõd page 3 . . . 



Announcements  

Meetings  

August 10, 2010:                                         

Competition :  Prints - Monochrome A&B, 

Color A&B, Nature & PJ.                                  

Judges:  Pam Meyers, Ed Lamb, John R. Key  

Program:  Randy C. Anderson , Nature Pho-

tography.  Randy has been an avid outdoorsman, 

hunting, tracking and calling game when he was 

younger.  He has been hunting with a camera 

since 1974.  Randy and his wife have a passion 

for wildlife spending countless hours studying 

and photographing them. They have developed 

several wildlife drives they go on regularly. 

Randyõs main business is advertising but he is 

also a highly published commercial photogra-

pher with over 200 images published. He is cur-

rently working on a book showing the vast 

amount of wildlife in OK. See his website at 

http://www.wildeyesimages.com for more informa-

tion.                                                             

Refreshments: Jaci and Doug Finch    

August 24, 2010:                                   

Competition :    Projected Images -  Open A&B, 

Creative, Monochrome, Nature & PJ.                

Judges:  Randy Carr, Vickie Jenkins, Charles 

Taylor APSA                                                

Program: Photo Opportunities of the Wichita 

Mountains Wildlife Refuge by Katherine Hunt . 

Highly recommended by the WMWLR staff. 

Refreshments: Jack Melton                        

Photography 101 Workshop:  is Taking a Va-

cation . 101 will not meet in July or August, next 

meeting will be Saturday, September 25th. Go 

take pictures. Questions, contact Ed Lamb at 

721-4714 or edlamb25@att.net. 

Photoshop/Elements Workshop: Friday, 7:30 

pm, August 20 at Carol & Tom 

McCrearyõs, 425 SW 53rd, 634-1817.  The 

first 20-30 minutes will be on how to select objects 

or areas in an image & then change that selec-

tion using Photoshop and Elements presented by 

Carol McCreary with an instruction handout to 

take home.  Beginners will see a demonstration 

and have instructions to take home to help with 

their software learning. For the rest of the meet-

ing, members are encouraged to bring their im-

ages showing their selection changes made to an 

image. 

Beginning Imaging Workshop: Wed, August 

11, 7:30 pm at Jan and Wally Leeõs, 751ð

8179. Bring any pictures you want to dis-

cuss.  We'll cover sizing and naming pictures for 

digital competition if anyone needs help.  We'll 

try to answer any question you may have on Pho-

toshop Elements.  

HypoCheck  
Schedule  Oklahoma Camera 

Club   

Inc.  

 Meetings: 7:30 pm   

2nd and 4th Tuesdays 

50th and N. May Ave. 

Central Presbyterian 

Church   

For club information 

Contact 

wallylee2@cox.net  

405.751.8179  
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Charter Member: 

The Photographic Society 

of America  (PSA) 

Member:  

Gulf States Camera Club 

Council  (GSCCC) 

Board of Directors  

President   Tom McCreary 

    PPSA   

1st VP    Derrell Dover  

2nd VP    Lee Donlon       

1yr. Dir.     Charles Taylor 

    APSA  

1yr. Dir.     Jim McIntosh  

2yr. Dir.     Randy Carr   

2yr. Dir.     Jaci Finch        

    APSA  

Treasure    Brad Smith  

Secretary    Wally Lee  

Workshops  

Board Meeting:  The Board will meet 

Tuesday, 7:30 pm, August 17th, at the home of 

Tom and Carol McCreary.  If there is any inter-

est, the Board will meet earlier for dinner at 

Chiliõs, I 240 and South Walker .  Please let Tom 

know at tcmccreary@cox.net..      

Assigned Subjects for this yearõs competition:  The assigned subjects for October 2010 is 

Silhouettes or Shadows and for February 2011 is Identifiable Oklahoma or Your Home State.  These 

assigned subjects apply to all divisions, including PJ and Nature.  However, since including the as-

signed subject in PJ and Nature is on a trial basis, you do not need to enter one of the assigned 

competitions to enter a maximum number of 8 entries in PJ and Nature for the print and digital 

divisions.   

For all other divisions, at least one Monochrome, Color and Open or Creative competition entered 

must be an assigned competition, otherwise the maximum competitions allowed is one less or 7 

entries.    

New Members :  We are pleased to announce that Jackie Bartels has returned to the clubõs 

membership.  Jackie is an avid print photographer and helped with the print entries for years along 

with conducting the International Exhibition.  We are happy to welcome you back Jackie.           

Jennifer DõAgostino (dagosti6@yahoo.com) from OKC joined the club having learned Contõd  page 6 . . 
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  Ronnyvoo!                                                               Contõd from page 1 . . . 

Club Dues                 

Individual $30           

Family or Joint $40 

(other rates available as 

well as partial for less 

than year)                      

Make Checks Payable To                                          

Oklahoma Camera Club 

Mail To                    

Club Treasurer         

Brad Smith               

1008 NW 18th,       

Oklahoma City, OK  

73106-6417 

   

Contact 

bradsmith5@cox.net 

articles about the fur trade.  Submis-

sions are juried by a panel of experts, 

including several college professors, 

for accuracy and interest.  The cho-

sen winners are published, and the 

authors invited to the Rendezvous to 

lecture and incidentally, sign the jour-

nals that include their articles. Sharon 

and I attended the opening event and 

had our journal autographed.                

 

One of the authors was an artist 

whose article was about the research 

that went into his painting of two 

Mountain Men in the Wind River 
Mountains. The painting was available 

for sale. Donõt I wish! 

 

An interesting sidelight came from 

the aforementioned journal. I have 

often noted how many re-enacters 

wear eyeglasses, which of course the 

originals rarely did, for obvious rea-

sons. Not being able to see without 

assistance was dangerous. Imagine 

being a thousand miles from any-

where and getting the dang things 

broke! One of the journal authors 

had written about the surprisingly 

common use of goggles in the era 

and throughout the west. These fit 

tightly around the eyes and were not 

for vision correction but to protect 

against wind and dirt. In winter, they 

often used tinted glass to protect 

against snow blindness. She even had 

historic photos of American Indians 

wearing the goggles. Sitting Bull in 

particular seems to have been fond 

of them.  

 

Paegent Participant 

Charles Taylor APSA  

I guess when I see a re-enacter in 

glasses, I can pretend the wind is 

blowing. 

 

The first day of Rendezvous was 

mildly disappointing. Not very many 

re-enacters. One assumes they have 

to work for a living and canõt really 

take Friday off any time they want. 

 

On the other hand, those who were 

present were the most authentic I 

had seen. The AMM folks are par-

ticular about accuracy. No one was 

wearing jeans or athletic shoes as I 
have seen elsewhere. They gave peri-

odic lectures about  Contõd page 4 . . .  
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In hard times, 

your horse 

was your best 

friend.              

In harder 

times, he was 

your dinner. 

 

Title of a 

book in the 

Museum 

store. 
 

~ Charles 

Taylor  

Ronnyvoo!                                                       Contõd from page 3 . . . 

aspects of the fur trade, complete with 

well-studied details and demonstra-

tions. 

 

One of the guest lecturers was Mi-

chael Bad Hand Terry, an American 

Indian expert on the American Indians. 

Sharon and I had heard him talk some 

years ago at the Little Big Horn Battle-

field and found him fascinating. His ex-

pected presence for this Rendezvous 

was one of our reasons for coming. 

He has a book on the life of the Plains 

Indians which was available in the mu-

seum store. We bought one.  We got 
him to sign it. We sat in on one of his 

talks. Heõs as good as we remem-

bered. He does an amazing amount of 

original source research, mainly the 

letters and journals of people who 

were there then. He doesnõt let poli-

tics or political correctness get in the 

way of his history. 

 

Eric Jay Dolin, author of Fur, Fortune 

and Empire, was Saturdayõs guest of 

honor and lecturer. His main point 

was the importance of the fur trade to 

the settlement and prosperity of 

North America. Being from Massachu-

setts, he referred to the fact that only 

beaver pelts kept the Plymouth Col-

ony pilgrims going for the first several 

years. They traded with the Indians for 

the pelts, then traded the pelts for 

supplies in England. At considerable 

profit. They may have been a bit 

stodgy, but they werenõt stupid. 

 

The value of North American furs was 

instrumental in many wars, conflicts 

and business competitions for three 

hundred years. That same value came 
close to exterminating the beaver, ot-

ter and bison. 

 

The town festivities included a Ven-

dorõs Row downtown, with the usual 

handmade jewelry and assorted arts 

and crafts. The interesting difference 

was a number of booths with pelts, 

furs and various Mountain Man accou-

terments. I saw some nice tanned deer 

hide hunting shirts and several elabo-

rate varmint fur hats, but they werenõt 

cheap and thereõs a limited number of 

uses for them. I mean, how many 

places can one go with a dead skunk 

on his head? (Or fox, or coyote, but 

you get the idea.) 
 

Saturday was parade day, in addition 

to the regular events around the mu-

seum. A fair number of local citizens 

dressed in full mountain man regalia 

pranced down US-191, along with the 

usual local politicians, cowboys, police 

and childrenõs dance groups. Got a few 

pics I can use.               Contõd page 5 . . . 

American Mountain Man   

Charles Taylor APSA  



In the depths 

of winter, I 

finally learned 

that within me 

there lay an 

invincible 

summer.  

~Albert 

Camus  
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Sunday was the Grand Finale! Pinedale 

goes all out to present a pageant of 

the fur trade on the last Sunday of 

Rendezvous. Several hundred towns-

people participate, which is not too 

shabby for a town of fewer than 1500 

residents. They make their own cos-

tumes (reasonably authentic), and as-

sume the identities of the more im-

portant Mountain Men. Well, sorta. I 

had already met Jedediah Smith, but 

the townsperson was bearded and Jed 

was always clean-shaven. Youõd think 

theyõd notice details like that. 
 

The Mountain Men were breaking 

camp, getting ready to return home 

to real life and (ugh!) gainful employ-

ment. I got a few more pictures, pack-
ing, saying goodbyes etc. That sort of 

thing happened at Rendezvous, so the 

pics ought to be reasonably authentic.  

 

We wandered out to the Pageant 

grounds a bit early and got a few pics 

of participants warming up. Good 

thing. The event was interrupted by a 

mountain hail storm. They had actu-

ally finished most of the show when 

the downpour started, but the 

weather pretty much eliminated any-

thing left, including a photo op gather-

ing of the cast. 

 

It was a fun show, sorta. They had a 

lot of the history wrong, which seems 

odd for a program supposedly based 

on that history. But the costuming 

was good, and the actors enthusiastic. 

For the first time in any Rendezvous 

re-enactment I have attended, the In-

dians outnumbered the trappers. That 

part was accurate. 
 

And the pictures wonõt care if the his-

tory was wrong. 

 

Itõs always nice to know you can take 

pictures of history even if you werenõt 

there the first time. I may be older 

than dirt, but not old enough for Ron-

nyvoo. 

                       Charles Taylor APSA  

Michael Terry        

Charles Taylor APSA  

Trapper Parade       

Charles Taylor APSA  


