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  Shooting Ringside                                       
Randy Carr         

Having shot a boxing match or two, 

the obstacles that come into play are 

quite different than the traditional 

sporting event. The venue can vary 

from a make shift tent to an elegant 

auditorium. The lighting can vary as 

well; with no flash allowed during the 

fight, this creates one of the primary 

obstacles to be overcome.   

 

Shooting up into the lights is tough, 

there is no standard which the arenas 

or promoters use in determining how 

high to set the lights above the ring.  If 

the arena is fairly steep, the lights may 
be set higher, but generally count on 

discarding a lot of frames and working 

on others to remove lens flare.  Like-

wise, it is best to remove your filters  

and always use a lens hood to help 

combat flaring.  

 

In non-professional fights like the 

Golden Gloves, the boxer wears pro-

tective head gear.  Be careful with your 

exposure, when they cover up or look 

down, their face will disappear behind 

their arms or in the shadows of the 

head gear.  

 

Depending on the ring height and how 

tall you are, you will invariably attract 

the ire of the high-rollers who paid to 

be close to the action.  (And they will 
remind you all night about how much 

they paid and how with a press pass, 

you didnõt.)  This is just part of the 

game, so be prepared and have a thick 

skin.                                   Contõd page 3 . . .  

Down for the Count               

Randy Carr   

Note: Randy received the 

The Smith Award for this 

image, see page 6.  



Announcements  

Meetings  

October 12, 2010:                                         

Competition :  Prints - Monochrome A&B, 

Color A&B, Nature & PJ.  Assigned Competition, 

all classes including Nature and PJ: Silhouettes 

and Shadows.                                                   

Judges:  Dale & Lee Donlon, Brad Smith 

Program: TBA                                           

Refreshments: Vickie Jenkins  

October 26, 2010:                                   

Competition :    Projected Images -  Open A&B, 

Creative, Monochrome, Nature & PJ.   Assigned 

Competition, all classes including Nature and PJ: 

Silhouettes and Shadows.                        

Judges:  Tom and Carol McCreary, Dennis 

Corbin  

Program:  TBA                                                  

Refreshments: Debbie Devonshire  

Photography 101 Workshop:  Next meeting 

will be Saturday, October 16 at 10:00 am 

at my home. The subject will be light and expo-

sure and wherever the chat leads us.  Ques-

tions, contact Ed Lamb at 721-4714. 

Photoshop/Elements Workshop: Friday, 7:30 

pm, October 29 at Carol and Tom 

McCrearyõs, 425 SW 53rd, 634-1817.  The 

activity for those attending is to bring on flash 

stick or CD an image that you have used filters 

on OR an image that you have converted to 

monochrome.  The members will give an expla-

nation about their image.  Of course, we are 

always open to any other questions and images.  

Beginning Imaging Workshop: No meeting in 

October - next meeting in November.  Call Jan 

or Wally Lee @  751ð8179 with questions.    

Why Compete?  

Why should we compete in photography?   The 

same people win every time.  I can name those that 

will be receiving the ribbons and trophies at next 

year's banquet.  They are good but the reason they 

compete is much more than honor and recogni-

tion.  They want to improve - they want to take 

better pictures - they want to try new techniques - 

they want to grow. 

All of us can follow that example and try to get 

better.  We don't need to beat someone else.  We 

need to improve over what we did last time. 

Carol McCreary has taken many pictures at the 

Special Olympics.  Those kids don't set new re-

cords.  They are simply trying their dead level best. 

Just finishing can be a major accomplishment when 

running on a prosthetic. 

The very act of seeing your picture judged is help-

ful.  It is easier to look more objectively.  Your best 

picture usually has flaws.  Not sharp, not perfect 

exposure, not well composed, distracting elements.  

The knowledge that the judges are not always 

wrong. 

You will enjoy your hobby more if you keep learn-

ing.  Competition is like a grade in school.  It is a 

record of your progress.   

Besides that I like to see your work and learn from 

it as well as enjoy pretty pictures. 

    Ed Lamb                                                         

HypoCheck  
Schedule  Oklahoma Camera 

Club   

Inc.  

 Meetings: 7:30 pm   

2nd and 4th Tuesdays 

50th and N. May Ave. 

Central Presbyterian 

Church   

For club information 

Contact 

wallylee2@cox.net  

405.751.8179  
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Charter Member: 

The Photographic Society 

of America  (PSA) 

Member:  

Gulf States Camera Club 

Council  (GSCCC) 

Board of Directors  

President   Tom McCreary 

    PPSA   

1st VP    Derrell Dover  

2nd VP    Lee Donlon       

1yr. Dir.     Charles Taylor 

    APSA  

1yr. Dir.     Jim McIntosh  

2yr. Dir.     Randy Carr   

2yr. Dir.     Jaci Finch        

    APSA  

Treasure    Brad Smith  

Secretary    Wally Lee  

Workshops  

Board Meeting:  There will be no Board 

Meeting in October, the next meeting will be in 

November.  If you have questions, contact Tom 

McCreary at tcmccreary@cox.net..             

Visitors (9 -14-10):   Andrea Boody (shooflyphotos@hotmail.com) visited us from Wayne, OK.  

Andrea met a member and found the club on the website.  She has an interest in Equine, Portraits, 

Scenic and Fine Art photography.  That is a nice variety.  Welcome Andrea, we are pleased to have 

you visit us.  Looks like a bit of a drive, perhaps you can find members to ride with from that direc-

tion.  Angela Williams (rangediva@hotmail.com) a visitor from Paoli, OK.  Angela has an interest 

in Landscapes, Animals and Architecture.  Angela and Andrea are friends and shared a ride to the 

club meeting.  Perhaps other members are willing to share rides from this direction, that would be 

great.                                 Contõd Page 6 . . .  
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  Shooting Ringside                            Contõd from page 1 . . . 

Club Dues                 

Individual $30           

Family or Joint $40 

(other rates available as 

well as partial for less 

than year)                      

Make Checks Payable To                                          

Oklahoma Camera Club 

Mail To                    

Club Treasurer         

Brad Smith               

1008 NW 18th,       

Oklahoma City, OK  

73106-6417 

   

Contact 

bradsmith5@cox.net 

The right equipment ringside is most impor-

tant.  It is good to travel light but prepared 

for anything.  I generally carry two cameras, 

one with a f/2.8, 24-70mm for ringside and a 

second with a f/2.8, 70-200mm for fighters 

as they enter the ring or in the corner being 

worked on.  Donõt bring a lot with you that 

could be in the way.  Sometimes there is 

room under the ring to store stuff, but donõt 

depend on it.    
 

Flipping back and forth between prime and 

zooms works the best.  A fast prime lens, 

f/1.8 or f/2, tends not to flare as badly as a 

zoom and has a bit more contrast.  Have a 

wide angle of some kind close at handé like 

around your neck or on your shoulder.  

When a fighter goes down, possibly right in 

front of you, be ready.  But the zooms cer-

tainly are more versatile; bring both, flare 

can be dealt with.   

 

Sometimes being seated higher is the place 

to be when the ringside lights are low, but 

the photographs tend to all look the same 

because of the distance and angle.  The ring-

side photographs tend to be more intimate 

and more òin your faceó than overhead.   

 

Decide first if you want òtightó waist up or 

òlooseó full body shots.  To make òthe pho-

tograph of record,ó meaning the knock 

down that shows what goes on, then òlooseó 

is the way to go.  If youõre after òimpactó 

then òtight is right,ó getting that tightly com-

posed photograph of the glove colliding with 

the opponentõs head.  However, following, 

focusing and timing are more difficult as is 

showing a sense of place when shooting this 

tight.   
 

The hardest shot to make is the classic glove

-meets-the-face-sweat-flying-distorted ex-

pression image.  These are always winners, 

but the timing lasts for less than a nanosec-

ond; timing and luck is everything.  You can 

shoot 12 rounds of boxing and not get this 

frame.                                                            

 

The advantages of overhead are many, for 

example, itõs a safe       Contõd page 4 . . . 

Body Shot       

Randy Carr  

Fearless    

Randy Carr  

Knock Out Punch 

Randy Carr  



        Page 4 of 18 HypoCheck   

 

Donõt just 

lean on the 

motor drive!  

The glove 

flatting the 

face is only a 

nanosecond 

and if you get 

it, itõs usually 

the first frame.  

The motor 

drive is no sub-

stitute for 

good timing.  

 

~ Randy  Carr  

  Shooting Ringside                          Contõd from page 3 . . . 

position, you can see everything and you will 

not get blocked or have the technical prob-

lems with lighting flare or backlight.  One lens 

covers the whole ring.  You can shoot with a 

400 or 600mm and not have to worry about 

zooming or switching cameras.  Overhead 

youõre not exposed to blood or sweat like 

ringside, but you are still subject to drunks 

with beer.   

You canõt reliably time a fighterõs punch by a 

twitch of a shoulder muscle and if you try, you 

miss a lot of action.  Boxers have a rhythm 

and by studying and watching long enough; 

you get a feel for what they do and how they 

do it.   

Donõt just lean on the motor drive! The glove 

flatting the face is only a nanosecond and if 

you get it, itõs usually the first frame. The mo-

tor drive is no substitute for good timing.   

Other considerations, get there early and 

check your spot.  Check the light and color 

balance and make any needed adjustments 

such as ISO (400-800-1600).  Be sure to be-

come acquainted with the people behind you 

and with the judge that will be scoring the 

fight, they are generally veterans of lots of 

fights and can be very helpful as well as more 

tolerant.   

There are great shots to be made of the box-

ers and their handlers in the corners.  This is 

the time a longer lens is useful.  Tight face 

photographs of fighters and their trainers 

talking to them or tending a cut or injury can 

make a telling story.  

Bring lots of film or memory cards, fights will 

eat up lots of frames.  You will shoot hun-

dreds of frames and get only a few good 

onesé thatõs par for the course.    

Stay out of the way of the promoters, body 

guards, wives and girlfriends, but donõt forget 

to take a few shoots of the ring girls, you just 

never know.  Have Fun and Good Luck!                   

            Randy Carr  

Body Shot       

Randy Carr  

Toe to Toe        

Randy Carr  

Digital Competition Rules - Please Remember  

Color Open - Color images of any subject that have not be obviously manipu-

lated. 

Color Creative - Images of any subject; creative is defined as Altered Reality. 



Annual 

Holiday Party, 

9 November.  

Plan to have 

food in place 

and ready to 

eat by 6:00pm,  

regular 

meeting will 

begin at 

7:00pm.   

~ Lorraine 

Caddy  
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HOLIDAY PARTY TIME  

ITõS ALMOST PARTY TIME - 

Remember our 9 November meet-

ing will be our Annual Holiday party.  

Everyone should have the dish they 

are bringing in place by 6:00 pm for 

serving,  regular meeting will start at 

7:00 pm.  It is a fun time and if every-

one will bring their favorite dish - we 

will have a great meal.  Weõll be asking 

you what you might like to bring so, 

look in your recipe box and come up 

with some great goodies.  If you know 

what you want to bring you can let 

Lorraine Caddy know at cad-

man6@cox.net or 769-5043.        

       Lorraine Caddy               

SCORES OF 15  

Jaci Finch APSA and Randy Carr 

received scores of 15 on several print 

entries at the September 14 Meeting.  

Congratulations, job well done!!!  

           SCORES  OF 15 

PSA  INTERNATIONAL  NEWSLETTER    

CONTEST  

The HypoCheck , club newsletter of the Oklahoma Camera 

Club , won first place in the Small Clubs PSA Newsletter Competi-

tion and will be recognized  at the PSA International Conference 

this year.  Tom McCreary PPSA will attend the conference and 

accept the award on our behalf.  Tomõs article titled  òAdobe Pho-

toshop CS5 Improvementsó featured in the newsletter was rec-

ognized as the most well written article. 

                                                                                          

              Jaci Finch APSA 

            Doug Finch APSA  

            Editors     



Weõre on the web!

www.Oklahomacameraclub.com 

HypoCheck        
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Books are the 

quietest and 

most constant 

of friends; 

they are the 

most accessi-

ble and wisest 

of counselors, 

and the most 

patient of 

teachers.    

~ Charles W. 

Eliot  

Oct. 8 - 9, OK Regatta, OKC.  Human-powered boat races on the Okla-

homa River.  

Oct. 9, Dee Boone Days, Henrietta. Western heritage festival.  

Oct. 23, Ghouls Gone Wild Halloween Parade, OKC. Club Field Trip  We 

will set up a picture booth and try to entice party-goers in costume to pose 

for us.  And then watch and photograph the parade.  Polish your night photog-

raphy skills for the parade.  www.ghoulsgonewildokc.com  

New Member (9 -14-10):  Greg Dean (homeworksgdean@yahoo.com)   

from Edmond visited the club meeting as a guest of Jack Melton (Jack is doing a 

great job bringing visitors to the club meetings.) Greg joined the club while visiting. 

Visitors 9 -28-10:  Fortunato Mercado forstudio@yahoo.com from OKC was 

a guest of his friend Randy Carr .  We certainly appreciate you coming Fortu-

nato, please come back.  Mary Sue Green msmg_10@yahoo.com from OKC 

came as a guest of Pam Meyers .  She has an interest in Portraits and Still Life 

which should fit right in.  I am sure Pam can offer some guidance as well.  Cliff 

Smith cliffsmith93@cox.net from Edmond learned about the club at Epperson 

Photo.  Cliff has interests in Commercial and Architectural photography.  Wel-

come Cliff, we certainly are pleased you stopped by to visit, please come again.   

Photo Ops:   

Visitors Contõd.  (from page 2) 

 ñT h e  S m i t h  A w a r d ñ                     

Doug and Jaci Finch , APSAs, PSA  

Area Representatives for Oklahoma, 

presented The Smith Award to Randy 

Carr at the first meeting in September.  

The Smith Award is presented by PSA PJ 

Division for the image chosen best from 

the PJ medal winning images of the past 

year.  It was presented to Randy Carr 

this year for his image titled Down for 

the Count (shown on front page).    
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We are always 

looking for 

more Tips and 

Tricks to 

share,  

Please send 

them our way!!!  

dmfinch@cox.net 

September  Competition             Contõd next page . . . 

Comanche Dancer   

Randy Carr  

Portrait Sketch      

Charles Taylor APSA  

Kingfisher #2         

Randy Carr  

Laundry Day              

Carol McCreary PPSA  

Each Chair Represents a Life 

Jack Melton  

Laugh Out Loud            

Vickie Jenkins  

The Rundown       

Charles Taylor APSA  


